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JVeu; Trial Denied 
In Realtor's Suit 
For Commission 

Two Brokers Entitled 
To Fees, Judge 
Knight Rules 

A Merion couple whose property 
was sold by two real estate brokers 
and could, naturally, be delivered 
to only one buyer, face the pros- 
pect of paying a double commission 
on the sale. 

That was revealed last Thursday 
In an opinion handed down by 
Judge Harold G. Knight in the suit 
of E. A. Clarke, Merion real estate 
broker, against W. Burton Piersol 
and his wife, Marie L. Piersol, of 
Merion. 

The couple owned properly at 503 
'Rockavon Rd., and last January 
Mrs. Piersol called up 14 real estate 
'brokers and placed it in their hands 
for sale. 

"In an active and booming sellers' 
market, the result was what could 
well be expected," Judge Knight 
commented in his opinion. "Real 
estate brokers and their prospects 
descended upon the property — to 
use Mrs. Piersol's words — 'in 
droves'." 

John Clarke, a salesman for his 
lather, presented a prospective pur- 
chaser. But the property was sold 
to another buyer through another 
agent, and E. A. Clarke brought 
suit for his commission of $925. A 
jury gave a verdict for $962, and ap- 
peals were made for a new trial. 

In refusing the motion for a new 
trial, Judge Knight said: "We sym 
pathize with these defendants, but 

the trouble seems to be that Mrs. I d •» tfj*G/»Hd> 

Piersol was dealing with one broker \J\WUttS fVcSClIC 
and his buyers, while her husband 
was dealing with a different broker 
and his buyers, and both brokers 
were entitled to a commission." 



Christmas Party Knox Home Oil Burner Out; 

Place Blaze 
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-Photo by James Addison, Stan* Photographer 
Mrs Anna Sutton Myers, director of the Charles C. Knox 
Home, 718 Sussex Rd., Wynnewood, presides at the Ardmore Ro- 
tary Club's annual Christmas lunclieton for guests of the Home, 
held last Tuesday. At her right is James P. Owens, president of 
the club and at her left Evan James, who headed the club's com- 
mittee in charge of the party. After luncheon, James acted as 
Santa Claus— eschewing costume— and distributed gifts to the 
guests. The afternoon's program also included carol singing and 
a performance by a magician. ■ 



Manayunk Man ' 
Awaits Rescu 
In Greenland 



-/ j 



Services Held 
For War Hero 

Pfc. Archer A. Miller 
Died at 31 in France 

Funeral services for Pfc. Archer 
,'A. Miller, of 3 Maple Ave, West 
Manayunk, who died in action in 
'France September 13, 1944, were 
held Saturday afternoon from the 
Stuard Funeral Home, Ardmore. He 
was 31 at the time of his death. 

Born and raised in Gladwyne, 
■Pfc. Miller was a graduate of the 
vG-ladwyne Grammar School and the 
Lower Merion Junior and Senior 
high schools. He entered the army 
in March, 1942. 

Son of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Archer Miller, lie is survived by 
three brothers, Lieutenant. Robert 
Miller, of the Lower Merion Town- 
ship Police, with whom he made his 
home, and Thomas and Edward, 
both of Philadelphia; and four sis- 
ters, Mrs. John B. Law, of Valley 
Forge, and Mrs. Elmer Hansen, Mrs. 
Alec McQuistion and Mrs. Preston 
Algeo, all of Gladwyne. 

Burial was in Westminster Ceme- 
-.tery. 

}Smith to Head 
Merion Civic 

Name Board Officers 
For Sessions in '49 

J. Maxwell Smith, of 351 Wood- 
ley Rd., Merion, was named to a 
second term as president of the 
Merion Civic Association at a meet 
ing of the executive session last 
week. 

Named to serve with Smith for 
the 1949 sesson were Allen B. Coff- 
iman, Ralph F. Moss and Greville 
iHaslam, vice presidents; Ralph G. 
Luff, treasurer, and Mrs. R. H. Wil- 
kinson, secretary. Dr. Frederick A. 
;Bothe, a director of the Associa- 
tion, will serve as medical advisor 
to the board. 

The Association has announced 
fthat it has set aside $500 to be 
[used in financing the installation 
l«f a new heating system at the 
i^erion Tribute House. 



Sgt. Summers, With Nine 
Others, Stranded on 
Icecap in Greenland 

No word from the West Mana- 
yunk soldier missing with eight 
other U. S. airmen in Greenland 
had been received this week by his 
family here. 

The soldier, Sgt. Francis Sum- 
mers, 32, who lives with his sister, 
Mrs. Mary Rausher, 156 Pencoyd 
Ave., was reported Saturday to be 
awaiting rescue on a bleak icecap 
after their C-47 plane made a 
forced landing on December 9. 
Originally seven men were missing. 
Two other fliers from the 2152nd 
Air-Ressue Group of the {Military 
Air Transport Service became 
stranded while attempting a res- 
cue, and made a. forced landing on 
the same icecap^ 

MATS authorities at Fort Pep- 
perill, St. John's, Newfoundland, 
said a glider pickup maneuver 
failed Saturday when the craft got 
50 feet in the air and the tow rope 
broke. None of the crew aboard 
the glider were injured, they re- 
ported. 

Sgt. Summers was born in West 
Manayunk and .ioined the Army 
two weeks before the Japanese at- 
tack on Pearl Harbor. He remained 
in the Army until a year after the 
war was over. 

Last January -he re-enlisted and 
returned to his former job as a 
radio operator. 

His brother, Anlhony, who lives 
at 151 School Lane, West Mana- 
yunk, received a letter from Fran- 
cis dated Nov. 18, in which the 
sergeant reported that he was 
"playing around with B-17s, G-47s 
and C-54s in the air." 

He said his flying duties took him 
on frequent missions over New- 
foundland, Nova Scotia, Labrador 
and Canada. 

During the war he served on a 
C-47 with the Troop Transport 
Command. 

Summers also has another broth 
er, Joseph, living in Manayunk and 
another sister, Mrs. Theresa Fahr- 
back, in West Manayunk. 



Narberth 
School Notes 

By KATHRYN NELSON j 

The pupils of N. P. S. have been 
bringing! in toys to be repaired and 
to be sent to needy children. Many 
dolls and other toys were brought 
in. The sixth, sebenth and eighth 
grade girls are fixing the dolls and 
stuffed animals. The boys of the 
same grades and others have fixed 
the other toys during their shop 
periods. 

Christmas is all around the 
school. The tree has been put up 
in the downstairs hall which is 
hung with laurel. Each home room 
is decorated by the pupils. 

Dress rehearsal for the "Legend 
of the Christmas Rose" was given 
Cor the pupils in assembly on Tues- 
day, Dtecember 14th. 

The school sang around the 
Christmas tree before 12 noon on 
Fridtiy, and then. during the., after- 
noon' they had their Christmas par- 
ties. The eighth grade had a dance 
in the gym for their Christmas 
party. There was an exchanging of 
Christmas presents. 

The Press Club has sent their 
next edition of the "Sun Dial" to 
the printers. It will be delivered 
to the pupils some time this week. 
Pianos are ging forward for the 
"Sun Dial" Dance which will be 
January 21st, 1949. 



v ire 
SfartsilSdOFire 

Sparks Ignite Shingles; 
Haverford Township 
Man Gives Alarm 

Fire in the three-story home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry O. Norton, 518 
Prescott Ave., Merion Park, Satur- 
day night caused $1500 damage to 
the roof and the front floor bed- 
room. . 

Mrs. Norton told Assistant Fire 
Marshall James Mullin that the 
heating apparatus in the house was 
not working, and in order to keep 
warm she started a fire in the living 
room fireplace. Sparks igniting the 
shingles on the roof caught the eye 
of a passing motorist, Everett M. 
Jones, of 6 North Concord ave.. 
North Aronimink, who was return 
ing home with Mrs. Jones about 
9:15 P. M. Jones ran to the house 
to arouse Mrs. Norton, and Mrs, 

Jones entered the home of a neigh- 1 « - ni I , J« 

bor to give the fire alarm. j AftOU7-f>UinK€l€a 

Mr. Norton, who had been away p* * 

on a business trip, arrived home II J_ C ttt-ttnyA \ 

just as the Union Fire Company of fYOulfo L>CIIloCl* <J 

Bala-Cynwyd appeared. He found 

Mrs. Norton and Jones carrying 

furniture from the lower rooms. 
The roof was ablaze, and fire 

spread to the rooms on the third 

floor. The fire company worked for 

an hour before bringing it under 

control. 
Estimate of the damage was made 

by Mullin, who saidthat an area of 

the roof twelve feet by twelve feet 

was completely destroyed, and that 

furniture, draperies and rugs jn the 

front third floorroom were damaged 

beyond repair. 



. .The. Narberth Public Library got 
a Christmas present recently from 
the Borough in the form of a badly 
needed new floor. The green asphalt 
tile covering was laid during the 
■first week of December and is in 
both the main Library room and 
the reference room at the rear. 
''''.'♦ + + 

The first snowfall of the, season 
always brings forth swarms of 
youngsters from six to sixty with 
sleds, toboggans and various types 
of locomotion looking for the slip- 
periest and longest hill in the area. 

In order to make the coasting as 
safe and sane as possible the Bor- 
ough has roped off one of the best 
hills in the area; Essex Ave., be- 
tween Windsor and Price Aves. 
Red Arrow bus route has been 
switched to Dudley Ave. in order 
to insure complete safety. 



Committee Seeks 
New Pike Route 
At Valley Forge 

Group Wants Highway 
To Skirt Important 
Historic. Sites 



Kris Kringle Comes 
To Bor© With Aid 
Of Fire Company 



First Winter Case 
Of Potto Reported 
In Lower Merion 

A December case of infantile 
paralysis — the first in the memory 
of the local health officials — was 
reported this week by Lower Merion 
Township Health Officer, Robert J; 
Thomas. 

The victim is a six-year-old girl 
in Wynnewood, who was taken ill 
December 1. Her ease was so mild, 
with very slight parlysis, that it 
was not definitely diagnosed . as 
polio until December 10, Thomas 
said. The child was not hospitalized 
and is recovering at her home, 

The case brings Lower Merion's 
polio total for the year to 18. Most 
of the eases occured in August and 
September, 



Collisions Sunday 

Two Narberth Girls 
Have Narrow Escape 
As Car Kills Dog 

The winter's first bad storm 
which blanketed this area under 
eight inches of snow on Sunday 
caused five minor accidents in Low- 
er Merion and Narberth. 

Most serious of the accidents oc- 
curred at 5.15 P. M. on Wynnewood 
Ave>jiear Sabine Ave., Narberth, 
,-hen)B. Brooks Thomas, of 47 E. 
Wynnewood Rd., Merion, swerved 
to avoid two little girls and a dog 
on a sled. 

According to Lower Merion po- 
lice, Thomas' car skidded, struck 
and killed the dog and sideswiped 
the sled. Suzanne Connor, 12, of 116 
Essex Ave., Narberth, suffered a 
swollen leg but walked to her home 
and was treated by her family 
physician. The other child, Mary 
McTighe, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Desmond McTighe, of 221 Wynne- 
wood Ave., Narberth, was unhurt. 

The series of accidents started at 
10 A. M. when J. O. Dickinson, of 
216 Shawnee Rd., Merion Golf Man- 
or, skidded when he tried to stop 
on County Line Rd. at Cricket Ave., 
Ardmore, and collided at the inter- 
section with a car driven by John. 
• -'. —«*- - . r - -«'•,,* '■ ■'■•»-■ "V j * — :A ! - 



Other- con* yioux .disease? rebortf j^ ^g ankS( - Spring Ave., Ardmorp, 



ed this week in Lower Merion were 
one cancer, eight chickenpox, one 
measles, seven mumps, one scarlet 
fever and three whboping cough. 



rBOLTON ESTATE 

) Personal property in the estate 
'of Thaddeus L. Bolton, Wayne Ave 
TTarberth, has been appraised in 
.value of $1,014.50, according to an 
inventory submitted to the Register 
•iof Wills' office, in Norristown. 



Telephone Executive to 
Address ML Realtors 

Herbert J. Bruder, District Man- 
ager of the Bell Telephone Co., Ard- 
more, will address the weekly 
luncheon meeting Tuesday of the 
Main Line Board of Realtors. Mr. 
Bruder will be introduced by Ray- 
mond H. Todd, Luncheon Commit- 
tee Chairman, who will preside. 

The meeting will be held at 12.15 
P. M. at the Viking Inn, Church 
Rd., Ardmore. 



Majority Favor 
Driving Schools 

95% for Compulsory 
Training, League Reports 

The general meeting November 30 
of the League of Women Voters of 
Lower Merion Township held at 
the Lower Merion High School, 
gave tangible evidence of the fact 
that an important nucleus of resi- 
dents in the Township is vitally in- 
terested in working to decrease the 
hazards of driving in this area. Ac- 
cording to questionnaires filled out 
by the audience, 95% favored mak- 
ing driver-training compulsory in 
all our High Schools, 89% favored 
re-examination of drivers at stated 
intervals, while a substantial num- 
ber expressed their willingness to 
serve on an Auxiliary Safety Pa- 
trol for the schools. 

The League Committee on Safety 
Education has announced it will re- 
port to the membership at intervals 
on its efforts. It will appreciate 
suggestions and assistance from 
League members and citizens of the 
Township. " 



Kiwanis, Jaycees Plan 
Joint Meeting Tuesday 

Members of the Main Line Kiwan- 
is Club and the Main Line Junior 
Chamber of Commerce will hold a 
joint meeting, Tuesday evening, at 
the Conestoga Mill, Bryn Mawr. 

Cameron Ralston, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Pennsylvania Chiro- 
practic Society, will speak to the 
assembled group on "The Five 
Plagues of Democracy". He will be 
introduced by Walter Irwin, Ki- 
wanis President, who will preside 
at the meeting.. 

In line with a club custom, Ki- 
wanians will entertain their wives 
at the last meeting of the year, 



who was travelling on Cricket Ave, 
Fifteen minutes later, on Jeffer- 
son St. east of Ashland Ave., West 
Manayunk, Anthony Acquiviva, of 
Fairview Terrace, West Manayunk, 
narrowly missed a 50-foot plunge 
to the Reading Railroad tracks. His 
car skidded out of control and he 
slid into a guard rail atop the em- 
bankment. 

At 1.30 P. M., George H. Brown, 
of Latona St., Philadelphia, was 
rounding a curve on Mill Creek Rd. 
near Gray's Lane, Ardmore, when 
his car skidded across the road and 
into the side of an oncoming car 
driven by Robert C. Page, of 410 
Wynnewood Rd., Merion. No one 
was injured. 

Two cars swerving to avoid a 
third collided on Montgomery Ave. 
at 6.15 P. M. Lower Merion police 
said the drivers were E. Newbold 
Smith, of 111 St. Georges Lane, 
Ardmore, and Robert S. Milne, of 



Tuesday, December 28. A commun- 
ity sing led by Ted Parks w-ill fea- 16 14 Murdoch Rd., Philadelphia, 



ture the evenings festivities. 



IZomng Board Postpones Decision 
-On Houdry' s Hobby Lab in" 



A charge that Eugene J. Houdry, 
French chemist and inventor, is 
■violating the township's zoning 
ordinance was taken under advise- 
ment by the Lower Merion Town- 
ship Board of Zoning Adjustment 
after a hearing last Thursday night. 

For nine months Houdry has been 
using as a laboratory a portion of a 
stable on property owned by Joseph 
N. Pew, Jr., which adjoins his own 
estate on Mill Creek Rd., 'Ardmore. 

At Thursday's hearing, Jesse L. 
Stetler, township building inspector, 
maintained that Houdry has an of- 
fice in the laboratory and employs 
workers there, and that this makes 
it a business which is not permitted 
in an R-l residence district, 
. Houdry, on the other hand, in- 
sisted he is not Conducting a busi- 
ness in the converted stable. "It is 
not a laboratory," he said. "It's 
really a studio where 1 do research 
>-ork and study my hobby, cataly- 
' sis. 



Board members questioned him 
closely as to any possible connec- 
tion between his laboratory at 1032- 
Lancaster Ave., Bryn Mawr, and 
the laboratory in question. 

Houdry replied that the Bryn 
Mawr lab is used to conduct fuel- 
research for the Sun Oil Company, 
and the Ardmore lab for his own 
personal use in the pursuit of his 
hobby. 

He admitted that his nine em- 
ployees at the Bryn Mawr office 
frequently consult him at the con- 
verted barn, but consistently main- 
tained that the Ardmore building 
was not a "business" aikl that the 
only experimenting done there was 

on a very small scale" and was 
concerned with the "basic facts of 
catalytic reaction." / 

The converted barn, he said, con 
tains a sound-proof study; four 
offices, and a laboratory shop con 
taining a lathe, drill press, record 



LM '46 Plans 
Holiday Reunion 

Informal Dance at 
Cynwyd Crab, Dee. 29 

' The class of 1S46 of Lower Mer- 
ion High School has announced 
pains for its second reunion, an in- 
formal dance, to be held Wednes- 
day evening, December 29, at the 
Gynwyd Club, Trevor Lane, Cyn- 
wyd. Lon Horsey, of Merion, is 
chairman of the committee in 
charge. 

Music for the dance, which w-rll 
'begin at 9 P. M.,' will be provided 
by "Teh Ramblers." Assisting on 
the committee are Frank Coburn, 
Joseph Button, Betty S. Hewitt, Sel- 
lers Kite, J-ean Malcolm, Dave Mil- 
ler, Thomas McCollough and Bob 
Oliver. The class's first reunion 
since graduation was held last fan. 



School Directors 
Hold Session 

Committee to Prepare 
1949 Tax Rate in Feb. 

The Narberth School Board held 
its monthly meeting Thursday at 
the school. Dr. Walter Steckbeck, 
President, presided. 

The evening's business included 
the principal's report by W. J. 
Drennen, of activities at the school 
durng the imonth and the payment 
of various school bills. 

The next scheduled meeting will 
ibe held January 13. At' the Feb- 
ruary session the 1949 school tax 
rate wiil be drawn up by the School 
Board finance committee. It will 
be presented to the board at the 
March meeting and approved in 
April. 



Both jammed on their brakes when 
they saw a third car coming out 
of Bryn Mawr Ave. onto Montgom- 
ery and in so doing skidded togeth- 
er in the Gente'r of the highway. 



Coatesville Veterans to 
Be Guests of Lions 

Members of the Main Line Lion's 
Club will make their monthly trip 
to Coatesville Veteran's Hospital on 
Tuesday, December 28, to entertain 
patient at a Christmas party. 

I-n charge of plans is Herberth 
David, assisted by Club President, 
Edward • J. Kelly. The Lions will 
serve refreshment* and have gifts 
for a-H the guests. 



A proposed change in the routing 
of the Pennsylvania Turnpike ex- 
tension through the historic Valley 
Forge section- is being studied this 
week' by the Pennsylvania Turn- 
pike Commission, it was learned 
yesterday. ..-•■■' 

The proposal was suggested by 
the- newly formed Committee for 
Preservation of Valley Forge En- 
campment Area,' headed by Dr; Al- 
len Evans, of Bryn Mawr, retired 
rector of Old St. Peter's Church. 
Philadelphia. 

The committee's suggestion would 
move the highway approximately 
a mile to the south of the location 
chosen' by the Turnpike Commis- 
sion and would thereby skirt most 
of the important historic sites in 
the area. 

Dr. Evans said he received a let- 
ter last Friday from Thomas J. 
Evans (no relation), chairman of 
the Turnpike Commission, promis- 
ing that the committee's sugges- 
tions would be given serious con- 
sideration at the Turnpike Com- 
mission's sessions Monday and 
Tuesday Of this week. 

The original act creating Valley 
Forge Park authorized the acquisi- 
tion of 3000 acres in the area, of 
which some 1800 have been ac- 
quired. The land across which the 
new highway will go and on which 
the old buildings are situated, is 
privately owned. But, as Dr. Evans 
pointed out, an Act of Assembly 
permits acquisition of more land 
fop. the park and it was anticipated 
that many historic shrines adjacent 
to the park would eventually lie 
within its extended borders. 

"Routing the turnpike through 
this area would result in separat- 
ing these historic landmarks for all 
time," Dr. Evans said. "It would 
defeat the purpose of those who 
cherished the dream that one day 
Valley Forge Park would include 
the whole encampment area." 

In the camp' site still to be made 
a part of the park are the build- 
ngs occupied as headquarters dur- 
ing the encampment by Generals 
Lafayette, Pulaski, Knox, Maxwell, 
Mifflin, Muhlenberg, Weedon, Pot- 
ter, Poor, Greene, Duportail Wood- 
ford, Lee and Davis. 

The , present proposed route of 
the turnpike would leave these iso? 
lated from the nark and the"' pike 
itself would pass between the main 
house of Lafayette's headquarters 
and the stables. 

In a report to Dr. Evans, Thomas 
E. Bruder, chief engineer of Engi- 
neering Consultants, pointed out 
that the alternate route proposed 
by the Preservation Committee 
"avoids all but a small part of the 
historic area and does not strike 
any buildings." The alternate route 
also terminates at King of Prussia 
and would occupy more gently roll- 
ing land, several miles west of the 
park. 

"The beauty of our plan," Dr. 
Evans said yesterday, "is its sim- 
plicity of grading and the fact that 
it is little, if any, longer than the 
original route, affecting only about 
five or six miles of the whole pike 
extension; in addition it will mean 
the preservation of these impor- 
tant historic sites for posterity." 

He said he had invited Governor 
Duff to come down for a week-end 
and look over the territory involved 
so that he can see for himself the 
reasons for the committee's pro- 
posed route change. 

Members of the Committee for 
■Preservation include Mrs. John M. 
Beatty, of the Independence Hall 
Chapter, Daughters of the Ameri- 
can Revolution; Judge Eugene C. 
Bpnniwell, Mrs. A. Baliour Breh- 
man, Judge Francis Shunk Brown, 
of the Pennsylvania Society Sons 



Santa Greeted by More Than 200 

Youngsters; Business Council Membera 

Sponsor His Appearance Here 

Santa Claus, who usually comes down a snow-topped 
chimney, made" his appearance . in Narberth last night, via 
the hook and ladder routes as more than 200 excited and 
thrilled youngsters watched in awed delight. 

With characteristic promptnelj 



Walter Irwin 
Reelected to 
C. of C. Post 

Waiter E. L. Irwin, head of 
the Main Line division, Phila- 
delphia Electric Co., was re- 
elected to his second term as 
president of the Main Line 
Chamber of Commerce last 
week. 

Active in civic affairs on the 
Main Line, Irwin is a past presi- 
dent of the Main Line Kiwanis 
Club. 

Also elected at last week's 
meeting were James P. Owens,- 
vice president; J. Harold Watt, 
treasurer, and Dr. Wilbur Horn, 
secretary. Dr. Howard Wayne 
Smith was reappointed execu- 
tive secretary of the organiza- 
tion. 



Possible Changes 
In Township Code 
Heim Considered 



12-MilI Maximum 
Real Estate Tax 
Is Recommended 



Rotary Meeting Thursday 

A community s|ng of Christmas 
carols led by George Elwell will 
highlight the Christmas party of 
the Ardmore Rotary Club to be 
■held Thursday, at the Viking Inn, 
Ardmore. 



of the Revolution; Edwin G. Conk- 
(Continued on Page Six) 



Ardmore Club Has Joint Celebration 
Marking Christmas and lstBirthday 



Miss Zimmerman Heeled 
To Friends' School Group 



Saturday was the occasion for 
a double celebration by members 
of the Ard-Wyn Club, which was 
organized December 18, 1947, by a 
group of Ardmore and Wynnewood 
residents 65 years of age or older. 

The group, which regularly meets 
on- the first and third Saturdays of> 
eath month, made Saturday's ses- 
sion a combined Christmas and' 
birthday party.' The affair was 
held at the Charles C.'.Knox Home, 
718 Sussex Rd., Wynnewood, resi- 
dence of several of the club mem- 
bers. ' 

After a short business meeting, 
elides showing scenes kom her 
uountwy-wide. travels were exhibit- 
ed by Mrs. Blanche Mukhead, of 
felgin, Hi, who Is visiting her daugh- 
ter, Mrs. James Fitchle, in Llan- 
erch. 

Miss Lillian Dreby, secretary of 
the club, gave a Christmas read- 



Miss Barbara Zimmerman, daugh 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Zimmer- 
man, of 1*1 Righters Mill Rd., Penn 
Valley, was elected vice-president 
of the Friends' Central School Serv 
ice Committee, at the annual elec- tana, and Mrs. Burns sang "O Holy 



Ma*y EWen Anderson, who i« not 
quite six, and lives at the Home 
with her mother, sang "Away in 
the Manger," and Luther Parsons, 
who this year celebrated his 90th 
birthday, sang "Hark! the Herald 
Angels Sing." 

Later the whole group sang 
■Christmas carols, and Theodore 
Wagner, a member of the club, ap- 
peared in costume as Santa Claus 
with a bag full of gifts for the 
members. Refreshments included a 
huge birthday cake decorated with 
: red oandies and one big .'candte, 
dee erea-m and coffee. 

M*s. Howard White, of Narbertt!, 
is director of the elub; Miss Dreby, 
secretary, and William Schaubal, 
of Wynnewood, treasurer. 

The organization's Christmas 
project this year is providing for 
an elderly couple at the Fifth Street 
■KMasion in Philadelphia. The club 



LOOKING BACK 
IN OUR TOWN 

Thirty Years Ago in Our Town: 

The Narberth Fire Company 
submitted a petition to Borough 
Council urging that the town take 
over operation of the Fire Com- 
pany. The petition listed the com- 
pany's yearly expense at $781.00. 

The community held its fourth 
annual carol servica. 

Carl Metzger, Jr., was honored 
■by the Narberth Boy Scout Troop 
tot bringing in forty new members. 

♦ +.+ 
twenty Year* Ago in Our Town: 

Paul and Folwell Scull and Gene 
Kuen, outstanding Lower Merion 
High School athletes, were guests 
of honor at the annual banquet of 
the Bala-Cynwyd Neighborhood 
Giub. 

The Narberth Presbyterian 
Church held its first White Christ- 
mas service. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
Ten Years Ago hi Our Town: 

Included in a picture of the 
Christmas choir at the Holy Trin- 
ity Lutheran Church, Narberth, was 
Katherine Bailey, the Narberth girl 
who grew up to become a member 
of the American Opera Company. 

The tablet in memory of Nar- 
iierMi Fife Company Chief, Charles 
V. Noel, who lost his life while 
fighting a Merion lire in 1937, was 
unveiled at Elm Hall. 

A report published in Our Town 
ahowed that Lower Merion Town- 
ship "has the largest per capita 



The Local Government Commis- 
sion of the Pennsylvania State 
Legislature is currently studying 
proposed changes in the First Class 
Township Code, it was disclosed this 
week. The changes, if approved, 
will affect both Lower Merion and 
Haverford Townships. 

Recommendations of the commis- 
sion will be piesehted inlhe form 
of new bills for the consideration of 
the next session of the Legislature. 

The commission met December 9 
in Harrisburg. Meeting with the 
members were Harry Fritschman, 
Haverford Township Secretary, who 
represented the State Association of 
Township Commissioners, and John 
Forsythe, Lower Merion Township 
solicitor and also counsel for the 
State Association of Township Com- 
missioners. 

Among the proposed changes, the 
News learned, are a suggestion that 
first class townships operate on a 
fiscal year starting July 1 .instead 
of on a calendar year basis as at 
present, and that the maximum 
millage allowable for real estate 
taxation be 12 instead of ten mills. 

The Local Government Commis- 
sion also met last Friday to discuss 
proposed amendments to Act 481, 
the state law passed by the last ses- 
sion of the Legislature which en- 
abled municipalities to tax any- 
thing not already taxed by the State 
or Federal government. Proposed 
additions and deletions from the 
act have been suggested in the light 
of the experiences of various muni- 
cipalities. 

Members of the Commission in- 
clude Sen. George B. Stevenson, of 
Lock Haven, chairman; Rep. How- 
ard F. Boorse, Montgomery County, 
first vice chairman; Rep. Felix 
Bentzel, York, second vice chair- 
man; Mary E. Moore, secretary; 
John H. Fertig, counsel; Sen. 
Charles R. Mallory, Holidaysburg; 
Sen. Louis Klein, Aliquippa; Sen. 
Rowland B. Mahany, Titusville; Sen. 
J. J. Haluska, Cambria County; 
Rep. Norman Wood, Peachbottom; 
Rep. Charles R. Reagan, Winfield, 
and Rep. J. Hiram Swope, Myers- 
town. 



he flew into Narberth, landed W 
sleigh and reindeer on the snovi 
covered firehouse roof on Forres 
Ave., and made his sensationj 
descent at exactly 8 P. M., as schetf 
uled by the Narberth Businei 
Council, which arranged for his aii 
rival. 

No novice to the ladder was Sant 
Claus. For back of the bushy bear 1 
was Charles Westman, of 200 Elnf 
wood Ave., Narberth, who has sen 
ed as a member of the voluntee 
fire company for many years. B\ 
last night, he admitted later, "wi 
the first time I ever came down: 
ladder in a Santa Claus suit." 

For at least half an hour befoi 
his arrival children were gatherin' 
in the street in front of the brighf 
ly lighted fire house. They swarme 
around the red fire truck parke 
at the curb, shouting and calling t 
-each other. As time progressed, ter 
sion grew and several times fa!f 
alarms went up from the crowd. 
Finally, just at eight, a spotligt 
beamed from the fire truck caugV 
Santa in its light as he stood o 
the fire house roof. As he made h' 
long descent down the ladder h, . 
was welcomed by joyful shout* 
Surrounded by youngsters as soo 
as he stepped o the ground, he la 
them into the fire house, decorate 
especially for the occasion, and t 
his chair at the rear of the room. 
Each child received a lollipo 
and a colored halloon with,, pront 
ises of many gifts on Christm^ 
morning. Said Santa Claus West 
man: 

"I certainly hope those kids gi 
all the things I promised then 
They really are wonderful. All tip 
little boys wanted Gene Autry gui 
and all the girls wanted Sparks 
Plenty Dolls. 

Westman, who is an employee q 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, In 
played Santa Claus many tintf 
before at Christmas parties ft 
churches in the borough. His wll 
is the singer, Mrs. Kattierine We*, 
man, a member of the Americai 
Opera Company^ 

Santa's first official visit to Naf 
berth in the history of the Boroug 
was made possible by the Narbert 
Business Council. Responsible fe 
the success o£ the venture, whic 
they hope to make an annual even 
was a committee composed of 1 
P. Carter, Jr.. of Dudley Ave., Nai 
berth, and Charles Sauerbrey, boti 
electrical supply store owners, ah 
Miss Kathryn McCormickfi of 13 
Windsor Ave., Narberth, beaut 
salon proprietor. 



Name Mrs. Dougherty 
To Auxiliary Council 

Announcement of the appolnl 
ment of Mrs. Edward B. Doug* 
erty, president of the Auxiliary « 
the Thomas D. Vandiver Pos 
American Legion, as sub-chairma 
of the Legislative Committee of th 
Bi-County Council, has been madt 

Mrs. Dougherty will represent th 
41 Legion Auxiliaries pf MontgonJ 
ery and Bucks County as an altet 
nate at the conference of the U. ^ 
Legion Auxiliaries to be held i 
Washington, D. C. in January. 



B-C Lions to Launch 
Membership Drive 

Plans for a membership drive to 
be launched in January will be for- 
mulated at a meeting Tuesday eve- 
ning of the Bala-Cynwyd Lions Club 
at the Cynwyd Club. 

Edward Leary, as chairman of 



Highlighting the festivities of 
Christmas week for members of 
the Women's Community Club of 
Narberth will be the annual Christ- 
mas program, to be presented this 
afternoon at 2 P. M. at the club 
house, Windsor Ave., Narberth. 

Mrs. E. M. Parran, Program 
Chairman, has announced as the 
afternoon's activities the presenta- 
tion of a dramatic portrayal in 
reading and song of "Four Scenes 
in the Life of Mury, the Mother of 
Jesus," by Miss Ruth Wood Corn- 
wath, Miss Cornwath, who is known 
as an outstanding dramatist in 
the Main Line area, will be pre- 
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Hurdo to Head 
W.ManayunkCo. 

Firemen Hold Annual 
Elections Wednesday 

Frank Burdo elected himself q 
President of the West Manayun 
Fire Company, Wednesday, at th 
annual elections. 

Others named to Fire Compart 
offices were: Wilbert Janson, via 
president; Harry Bernado, treasui 
er; Uble Frost, Jr., financial seff 
relary and Herberth Hunsworth, r« . 
cording secretary. AH will serve In 
terms of one year. 

Named as directors for terms « 
two years were George G. Meglea 
C. Brooke Jones, Stewart Lyle, "Roi 
co Burdo and James C. Caro. 

Delivery of the new Autoca 
pumper is expected sometime thl , 
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membership, will organize the 

drive. Joseph F. Dolan, 3d, presi-jweek according to Fire Compan ■ 

dent, will preside. I officials.^ ^^^ 

Narberth Women to Gather Today 
For Annual Christmas Meeting 

As part of its welfare work dm 
ing the holiday season the clui 
will distribute poinsettia plant; 4 . 
shut-ins in the Narberth area. , 
silver offering for the ' project wl( , 
be given at the meeting and anjl 
one who knows of any shut-ins i , 
the area Is asked to contact Mo 
Raymond A. Krug, of 21 Winds< 
Ave., Narberth, ohairman of t$i 
Fellowship Committee, which 1 
sponsoring the project. 

Tea hostesses will be Mrs. F. i. 
Wheeler, Mrs. Walton M. Wem 
and Mrs. H. N. Dunbar. Christmt 
wreaths and greens will be sold b . 
the Conservation and Garden Coni 
-mittee headed kg MM WtMiW 
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